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ActiveActiveActiveActive Data Exchange Data Exchange Data Exchange Data Exchange    
 

URL: www.activedatax.com Headquarters: Bethlehem, PA 
Founded: 2000 Funding: Privately held 

    
    
Product SummaryProduct SummaryProduct SummaryProduct Summary    
 

Active Data Exchange focuses entirely on the challenge of helping companies build 
infrastructures to support content syndication and exchange. Their flagship product, Active 
Data Syndicator, gives users the ability to aggregate content from multiple sources and 
package it for delivery to distribution end points. The company’s advanced syndication 
software allows users to create content packages and setup new subscribing online 
customers within minutes. Syndication end points receive simple instructions on how to 
retrieve content without requiring any client or server-side software to be implemented at the 
end point site.  
 
Key features of the Active Data Syndicator product includes the ability to aggregate content 
from a variety of sources, administer multiple users and end points, manage syndicated 
content, as well as scheduling and packaging functions and tracking and authentication 
capabilities. Enterprises can set up users in groups, manage content, and track content 
assets through a browser-based interface. Content is organized in content groups and 
indexed by category and sub-category, and set up in the format of the end point site. Content 
can be aggregated through XML import or through the company’s proprietary content 
aggregation product, Active Data Publisher. 
 
The system can be set up so that multiple subscribers in a particular group receives 
syndicated content, allowing enterprises to distribute content simultaneously on a company’s 
intranet, corporate Web site and partners’ extranets. The system includes authorization 
features that preclude the direct viewing of the content from unauthorized sites. Subscribers 
are automatically notified via email whenever new syndicated content is available, as well as 
when content is accepted or not. Active Data Syndicator provides reporting and tracking 
functions that gives enterprises an understanding of syndicated information flow.  
 
The core of the Active Data Exchange system is the Active Data Protocol (ADP), which is a 
proprietary syndication method that optimizes content exchange with a large number of end 
points. Instead of simply copying content to each end point, ADP exchanges a line of HTML 
code that results in a single programmatic call to the data repository, retrieving only the most 
recent content to be displayed on the Subscriber’s Web site. This allows for more efficient 
data exchange as well as the ability to control distribution and use of syndicated content. 
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Streaming content can also be syndicated through the ADP system without the need of the 
recipient to host or maintain a streaming media server. Content can also be streamed directly 
to end points in XML format. 

    
    
ZapThink TakeZapThink TakeZapThink TakeZapThink Take    
 

Active Data Exchange is definitely in a field of its own for XML-enabled content syndication – 
mainly because there simply aren’t any other firms in the market that are focused on the 
problem of content syndication from an XML perspective. While other companies like 
iSyndicateiSyndicateiSyndicateiSyndicate and Screaming MediaScreaming MediaScreaming MediaScreaming Media also have XML-enabled syndication schemes, they are not 
meant for broad industry adoption, but rather are focused on a specific application domain 
such as news or entertainment distribution. The Active Data Exchange product is compelling 
for any organization that is in the business of selling or distributing content. Active Data 
Exchange’s simplified user management, optimized syndication protocol, and other features 
make it a credible solution for high volume content syndicators. 

    
 
Related ResearchRelated ResearchRelated ResearchRelated Research    
 

! XML in the Content Lifecycle Report (ZTR-CL100) 
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About ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLC    
 

ZapThink is an IT market intelligence firm that provides trusted advice and critical insight into 
XML, Web Services, and Service Orientation. We provide our target audience of IT vendors, 
service providers and end-users a clear roadmap for standards-based, loosely coupled 
distributed computing – a vision of IT meeting the needs of the agile business. 

ZapThink’s role is to help companies understand these IT products and services in the context 
of SOAs and the vision of Service Orientation. ZapThink provides market intelligence to IT 
vendors who offer XML and Web Services-based products to help them understand their 
competitive landscape and how to communicate their value proposition to their customers 
within the context of Service Orientation, and lay out their product roadmaps for the coming 
wave of Service Orientation. ZapThink also provides implementation intelligence to IT users 
who are seeking guidance and clarity into how to assemble the available products and 
services into a coherent roadmap to Service Orientation. Finally, ZapThink provides demand 
intelligence to IT vendors and service providers who must understand the needs of IT users as 
they follow the roadmap to Service Orientation. 

ZapThink’s senior analysts are widely regarded as the “go to analysts” for XML, Web Services, 
and SOAs by vendors, end-users, and the press. They are in great demand as speakers, and 
have presented at conferences and industry events around the world. They are among the 
most quoted industry analysts in the IT industry. 

ZapThink was founded in October 2000 and is headquartered in Waltham, Massachusetts. Its 
customers include Global 1000 firms, public sector organizations around the world, and many 
emerging businesses. ZapThink Analysts have years of experience in IT as well as research 
and analysis. Its analysts have previously been with such firms as IDC and ChannelWave, and 
have sat on the working group committees for standards bodies such as RosettaNet, UDDI, 
CPExchange, ebXML, EIDX, and CompTIA. 

Call, email, or visit the ZapThink Web site to learn more about how ZapThink can help you to 
better understand how XML and Web Services impact your business or organization. 
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