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ExegenixExegenixExegenixExegenix    
 

URL: www.exegenix.com Headquarters: Toronto, Canada 
Founded: N/A Funding: Tata Infotech 

    
    
Product SummaryProduct SummaryProduct SummaryProduct Summary    
 

Exegenix is a vendor that is focused on content conversion solutions. They provide a unique 
technology that transforms an organization’s new and legacy content into XML. The Exegenix 
Conversion System (ECS) is an automated software-based solution that eliminates human 
involvement for most document conversion processes while allowing for user-directed action. 
ECS can automatically convert into XML any file that can be printed to PostScript or PDF 
format by interpreting a document’s logical structure based on the appearance and relative 
position of its components. 
 
The system doesn’t use a scripting or visual approach for configuring conversion rules. 
Rather, ECS interprets a document’s logical structure based on the appearance and position 
of its components in the same way a human reader does. Structures are accurately converted 
automatically, with no scripting required. The first step in the process extracts presentation 
information from PostScript or PDF files, including the characters in the document and their 
typography, and any other visual materials. Next, the system “tokenizes” content by 
identifying the basic building blocks of document structure, such as important visual cues and 
layout. After the system segments the document, the product places basic text building blocks 
into a tree structure, identifying sections, paragraphs, quotes, lists, tables, footnotes, and 
more, and forms a complete, cohesive, internal representation of the structured document. 
Finally, the tree structure is constructed into an XML format that can be transformed using 
XSL.  
 
The system consists of three major modules: 
 

 ECS Engine – A Windows 32-bit or Linux-based system that provides the automated 
process to convert submitted documents individually from PDF/PostScript to XML 
output. 

 ECS Inspector – Provides a mechanism by which humans can help refine the 
conversion process. Authors can examine structures and text identified by the ECS 
Engine, and add value to the output XML prior to export. 

 Administration Interface – Allows users to configure the conversion operation and 
construct a flexible workflow framework for each of the conversion steps. 
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Thank you for reading ZapThink research! ZapThink is an IT market intelligence firm that provides trusted 
advice and critical insight into XML, Web Services, and Service Orientation. We provide our target audience of 
IT vendors, service providers and end-users a clear roadmap for standards-based, loosely coupled distributed 
computing – a vision of IT meeting the needs of the agile business. 
 
Earn rewards for reading ZapThink research! Visit www.zapthink.com/credit and enter the code EXEECS. We’ll 
reward you with ZapCredits that you can use to obtain free research, ZapGear, and more! 
 
For more information about ZapThink products and services, please call us at +1-781-207-0203, or drop us 
an email at info@zapthink.com. 
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While there are no technical limits to the size of single document that can be processed, large 
single documents greater than 1000 pages require significant amounts of processor power 
and memory. Though it is not a requirement of the technology, Exegenix therefore 
recommends splitting large documents into more manageable sections of around 200 pages. 

    
    
ZapThink TakeZapThink TakeZapThink TakeZapThink Take    
 

Exegenix provides a compelling solution for those looking to automate the process of 
converting their existing or “legacy” PDF or PostScript files into XML format. Rather than using 
a script-based or visual editing approach to conversion, the company has sought to use a 
mechanism that visually interprets documents and makes intelligent decisions about content 
structure. Since the company realized that this approach at times might need manual 
refinement, the company smartly included manual tweaking capabilities. Also, by focusing on 
PDF and PostScript, the company has targeted those content producing industries focused on 
print-oriented information. This solution might be of significant interest to those who produce 
large quantities of content in PDF format but wish to gain the benefits of content reuse, multi-
channel publishing, syndication, protection, and the other features of the XML-enabled 
content lifecycle.  

    
 
Related ResearchRelated ResearchRelated ResearchRelated Research    
 

 XML in the Content Lifecycle Report (ZTR-CL100) 
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About ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLC    
 

ZapThink is an IT market intelligence firm that provides trusted advice and critical insight into 
XML, Web Services, and Service Orientation. We provide our target audience of IT vendors, 
service providers and end-users a clear roadmap for standards-based, loosely coupled 
distributed computing – a vision of IT meeting the needs of the agile business. 

ZapThink’s role is to help companies understand these IT products and services in the context 
of SOAs and the vision of Service Orientation. ZapThink provides market intelligence to IT 
vendors who offer XML and Web Services-based products to help them understand their 
competitive landscape and how to communicate their value proposition to their customers 
within the context of Service Orientation, and lay out their product roadmaps for the coming 
wave of Service Orientation. ZapThink also provides implementation intelligence to IT users 
who are seeking guidance and clarity into how to assemble the available products and 
services into a coherent roadmap to Service Orientation. Finally, ZapThink provides demand 
intelligence to IT vendors and service providers who must understand the needs of IT users as 
they follow the roadmap to Service Orientation. 

ZapThink’s senior analysts are widely regarded as the “go to analysts” for XML, Web Services, 
and SOAs by vendors, end-users, and the press. They are in great demand as speakers, and 
have presented at conferences and industry events around the world. They are among the 
most quoted industry analysts in the IT industry. 

ZapThink was founded in October 2000 and is headquartered in Waltham, Massachusetts. Its 
customers include Global 1000 firms, public sector organizations around the world, and many 
emerging businesses. ZapThink Analysts have years of experience in IT as well as research 
and analysis. Its analysts have previously been with such firms as IDC and ChannelWave, and 
have sat on the working group committees for standards bodies such as RosettaNet, UDDI, 
CPExchange, ebXML, EIDX, and CompTIA. 

Call, email, or visit the ZapThink Web site to learn more about how ZapThink can help you to 
better understand how XML and Web Services impact your business or organization. 
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