
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZAPTHINK ZAPNOTE™    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSSSONIC ONIC ONIC ONIC SSSSOFTWAREOFTWAREOFTWAREOFTWARE    
 
 

Analyst: Ron Schmelzer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doc. ID: ZTZN-1092-1S
Released: April 14, 2003

All Contents Copyright © 2003 ZapThink, LLC. All rights reserved. Reproduction of this publication in any form without prior 
written permission is forbidden. The information contained herein has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable. 
ZapThink disclaims all warranties as to the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of such information. ZapThink shall have no 
liability for errors, omissions or inadequacies in the information contained herein or for interpretations thereof. The reader 
assumes sole responsibility for the selection of these materials to achieve its intended results. The opinions expressed herein 
are subject to change without notice. All trademarks, service marks, and trade names are trademarked by their respective 
owners and ZapThink makes no claims to these names. 

zapthink
zapnote

ZapThink, LLC ! 11 Willow Street, Suite 200! Waltham, MA 02453 ! (781) 207-0203 ! www.zapthink.com



ZapThink ZapNote: Sonic Software  April 2003   

Copyright © 2003, ZapThink, LLC  2 

ZapThink, LLC " 11 Willow Street, Suite 200" Waltham, MA 02453 " info@zapthink.com " www.zapthink.com

Sonic Software / Progress Software (Formerly eXcelon)Sonic Software / Progress Software (Formerly eXcelon)Sonic Software / Progress Software (Formerly eXcelon)Sonic Software / Progress Software (Formerly eXcelon)    
 

URL: www.sonicsoftware.com Headquarters: Bedford, MA 
Founded: 1994 Funding: Subsidiary of Progress Software, NASDAQ:PRGS 

 

Product SummaryProduct SummaryProduct SummaryProduct Summary    
 
At the end of 2002, Progress Software, Sonic’s parent company, acquired eXcelon. Two of 
eXcelon’s main products were a Business Process Management (BPM) system and XML 
Information System (XIS), an XML database. Sonic aims to reducing integration cost while 
significantly enhance business agility through their Sonic Business Integration Suite.  
 
The product leverages Sonic’s unique messaging layer, called the Sonic Enterprise Service 
Bus, for asynchronously connecting systems and Services in a loosely coupled fashion. The 
system offers sophisticated business process management as well as storage and processing 
of in-flight XML business data and events for auditing, performance optimization and 
analytical purposes. The Business Integration Suite consists of the following components: 

 
! Sonic ESB – Standards-based enterprise service bus that combines messaging, 

Web Services, transformation and intelligent routing to reliably connect and 
coordinate the interaction of significant numbers of diverse applications across 
highly distributed, extended enterprises with transactional integrity.  

 
! Sonic Orchestration Server – Extends the intelligent routing capabilities of the 

enterprise service bus to facilitate the modeling, execution, and management of 
complex business processes across the extended enterprise.  

 
! Sonic XML Server – The Sonic XML Server provides flexible, scalable, and 

optimized XML storage, query, and processing services for integration projects 
throughout the ESB-enabled enterprise.  

 
! Sonic Integration Studio – Sonic Integration Studio is an integrated graphical 

XML development and test environment for the Sonic Business Integration Suite.  
 
In particular, the Sonic Orchestration Server adds value to the ESB by facilitating the 
modeling, execution, and management of sophisticated business processes across the 
extended enterprise. Using the ESB, the Orchestration Server can include any service in a 
coordinated and managed process. Key features of the Orchestration Server includes 
management of short-lived and long-running transactions, monitoring of running processes, 
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and authoring and testing of sophisticated business processes and intelligent routes within 
an ESB.  
 
 

Key DifferentiaKey DifferentiaKey DifferentiaKey Differentiatorstorstorstors    
 

! Business process management integrated with a loosely coupled, asynchronous 
messaging layer (an Enterprise Service Bus) 

! Leverages an XML operational data store for process persistence 
! Not dependent on application server infrastructure 
 
 

ZapThink TakeZapThink TakeZapThink TakeZapThink Take    
 

Sonic has made a giant leap into the SOP market with their acquisition of the eXcelon product 
lines. The unique combination of an Enterprise Service Bus with Service-Oriented Process 
makes for an interesting and compelling approach for enterprises looking to implement 
distributed processes in a Service-oriented fashion. By integrating these products into Sonic’s 
product line, the company now can provide customers complex orchestration of Web Services 
and B2B functionality built on top of their Enterprise Service Bus (ESB) – a messaging layer 
that facilitates asynchronous, loosely-coupled communication. The addition of the BPM 
product adds coarse granularity and a process definition layer, thus making Sonic a true 
Service-Oriented Process player.  

    
 
RelatedRelatedRelatedRelated Research Research Research Research    
 

! Service-Oriented Process Report (ZTR-WS108) 
 
 

    
-- continued -- 
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About ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLCAbout ZapThink, LLC    
 

ZapThink is an IT market intelligence firm that provides trusted advice and critical insight into 
XML, Web Services, and Service Orientation. We provide our target audience of IT vendors, 
service providers and end-users a clear roadmap for standards-based, loosely coupled 
distributed computing – a vision of IT meeting the needs of the agile business. 

ZapThink’s role is to help companies understand these IT products and services in the context 
of SOAs and the vision of Service Orientation. ZapThink provides market intelligence to IT 
vendors who offer XML and Web Services-based products to help them understand their 
competitive landscape and how to communicate their value proposition to their customers 
within the context of Service Orientation, and lay out their product roadmaps for the coming 
wave of Service Orientation. ZapThink also provides implementation intelligence to IT users 
who are seeking guidance and clarity into how to assemble the available products and 
services into a coherent roadmap to Service Orientation. Finally, ZapThink provides demand 
intelligence to IT vendors and service providers who must understand the needs of IT users as 
they follow the roadmap to Service Orientation. 

ZapThink’s senior analysts are widely regarded as the “go to analysts” for XML, Web Services, 
and SOAs by vendors, end-users, and the press. They are in great demand as speakers, and 
have presented at conferences and industry events around the world. They are among the 
most quoted industry analysts in the IT industry. 

ZapThink was founded in October 2000 and is headquartered in Waltham, Massachusetts. Its 
customers include Global 1000 firms, public sector organizations around the world, and many 
emerging businesses. ZapThink Analysts have years of experience in IT as well as research 
and analysis. Its analysts have previously been with such firms as IDC and ChannelWave, and 
have sat on the working group committees for standards bodies such as RosettaNet, UDDI, 
CPExchange, ebXML, EIDX, and CompTIA. 

Call, email, or visit the ZapThink Web site to learn more about how ZapThink can help you to 
better understand how XML and Web Services impact your business or organization. 
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